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the neighborhood associa-
tion there, said she and sev-
eral other residents had
been keeping vegetables
gardens in their back yards
for a while when they de-
cided to capitalize on the
green space available in the
community to bring house-
holds together.

In an area that also in-
cludes a nature trail and
hosts such events as a kids’
Halloween party and Eas-
ter egg hunt, the neighbor-
hood association oversaw
the installation of six raised
beds, available to commun-
ity members for a small an-
nual fee.

“Hopefully it’ll bring ev-
erybody together,” Butler
said. And it doesn’t hurt,
she added, that they’ll be
eating fresh vegetables and
saving on groceries. “All

positives.”
For every group that

tackles a community gar-
den, there’s a learning
curve – longer for some
than others.

“We had more success
than we had failure last
year, but there were some
things that we bombed on,”
like carrots and lettuce,
said Caraway with a laugh.
“But we had okra and peas

and peppers and tomatoes
coming out our ears.

“None of us really had an
extensive knowledge of
vegetable gardening, so it
was trial and error.”

Tuleibitz said the biggest
challenge in community
gardening isn’t the plant-
ing or the weeding or even
building the raised beds.

“Getting the gardeners
educated is a very big piece
of it,” she said. “As much as
anything, getting started is
becoming aware of the re-
sources that are out there
and having the motivation
to take it to the next level.”

Tuleibitz recommends
contacting Clemson Exten-
sion for some tips on get-
ting started; what, when
and how to grow; and re-
sources for materials and
more information. The
American Community Gar-
dening Association web-
site also has a lot of infor-
mation for those consider-
ing or getting started on a
garden.
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ScanSource’s community
garden produced a variety
of vegetables last summer,
most of whichwere donat-
ed to local food banks.

The tour includes five
other gardens in the
Chanticleer, Augusta Road
and Crescent Avenue
neighborhoods. Hours are
10 a.m. to 5 p.m. on Friday
and Saturday. Local artists
will be featured, and land-
scape experts will be avail-
able to answer questions.

New this year are a
luncheon and afternoon
tea, house tours and pro-
grams at the Kilgore-
Lewis House. Advance
tickets are $15 and on-site
tickets are $18. Lunch and
tea tickets are additional.
Proceeds support projects
of the Greenville Council
of Garden Clubs, Inc., as
well as the Kilgore-Lewis
House & Gardens.

For more information,
call 864-232-3020 or visit
www.kilgore-lewis.org.
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GARDEN TOURS
I’m looking forward to revis-
iting the Crofts’ special
garden, as well as many
others, in the weeks ahead.
If you’re like me, you’re
ready to shake off winter
and satisfy your garden-
hungry soul at these tours:
Anderson, April 16. Garden
tour sponsored by Mimosa
Garden Club featuring five
gardens on Saturday from 4
to 7:30 p.m. Rain date is
April 17, 2 to 4:30 p.m. Tick-
ets are $5. Call Ronnie An-
derson at 864-964-8270
Tryon, N.C., April 30. Tour of
homes and gardens spon-
sored by Green Blades
Garden Club from10 a.m. to
4 p.m., featuring six unique
properties. An Art & Garden
Bazaar also will be held at
the railroad crossing in
Tryon the day of the tour.
Call Helen Gilbert at 828-
894-2491 or Lynn Kirkwood
at 828-894-2781.
Charlotte, N.C., May 7 and 8.
Gardeners’ Garden Tour
sponsored byWing Haven
Gardens and Bird Sanctuary
and Blackhawk Hardware,
Saturday, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
and Sunday, 1 to 5 p.m. The
tour includes six private

gardens, as well as Wing
Haven and the Elizabeth
Lawrence Garden. Tickets
are $25 in advance, $30 on
tour days. Call 704-331-0664
or visit www.winghaven-
.com.
Columbia, May 19 and 21. Co-
lumbia Green’s Annual
Festival of Gardening will
feature gardens in the
Heathwood area, from 9:30
a.m. to 3:30 p.m. on both
Thursday and Saturday,
with a tea party from 2 to 5
p.m. in the last garden.
Advance tickets are $30 for
members and $40 for non-
members, with prices in-
creasing $5 on tour days.
Call 803-254-7595 or visit
www.columbiagreen.org.
Greenville, June 4-5. S.C. Koi
andWater Garden Society
sponsors its 13th annual
pond tour on Saturday from
10 a.m. to 6 p.m., and Sun-
day from1 to 6 p.m. Tickets
are $10 and will be available
at South Pleasantburg
Nursery, Underwood Nurs-
ery, Madawaska Hardscape
Products, and at all fea-
tured gardens. For more
information call Mel Ba-
rutha at 864-895-9597 or
visit www.sckwgs.org.

■ Contact Marian St. Clair
at gardnpea@charter.net.
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